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3. A large proportion are in a far-advanced stage of the disease. 

4. The proportion of far-advanced cases is decreasing. 

5. Proper precautions to prevent the spread of infection are 
observed by only a small per cent of the afflicted. 

6. The greatest number of consumptives occupy day coaches, next 
the tourist Pullmans, and least the standard Pullmans. 

7. The sanitation of Pullman cars is systematized, the instructions 
are specific, and the work is generally carefully performed. 

8. The majority of other coaches are imperfectly cleaned. 

9. The traveling public is responsible for many of the evil conditions 
which exist. 

10. Railway coaches are a possible source of infection in tubercu- 
losis. 

11. Whether they are or not, their sanitation should be regulated. 

12. As with other public health problems, the control of the 
migration of the tuberculous in interstate traffic is largely a question 
of education. In bringing this about, the adoption and enforcement 
of reasonable regulations to improve car sanitation and the personal 
hygiene of travelers are to be desired. 

iThis article will be continued in a subsequent issue.) 



PLAGUE-PREVENTION WORK. 



CALIFORNIA. 



The following reports of plague-prevention work in California have 
been received from Passed Asst. Surg. Hurley, of the United States 
Public Health Service, in temporary charge of the work: 

Week Ended Mar. 13, 1915. 



San Francisco, Cal. 



RAT PROOFING. 

New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction. . 334 
Basements concreted (31,448 square feet) . 37 

Floors concreted (36,776 square feet) 13 

Yards, passageways, etc. (32,143 square 

feet) 97 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet) . 100, 367 
Class A, B, and C (fireproof) buildings: 

Inspections made 261 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc. 

screened 3, 420 

Wire screening used (square feet) 17, 230 

Openings around pipes, ete., closed 

with cement 10, 271 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 14, 682 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 704 

Wooden floors removed 60 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved IS 

Cubic feet new foundation walls in- 
stalled 7,340 



HA" proofing — continued. 



Old buildings— Continued. 

Concrete floors installed (50,234 square 
feet) 

Basements concreted (13,172 square 
feet) 

Yards and passageways, etc., con- 
creted (18,449 square feet) 

Total area concrete laid (square feet) . . . 

Floors rat-proofed with wire cloth 
(12,491 square feet) 

Buildings razed 

New garbage cans stamped approved. . 

Nuisances abated 

OPERATIONS ON THE WATER FRONT. 



Vessels inspected for rat guards 

Reinspeetions made on vessels 

New rat guards procured 

Defective rat guards repaired 

Vessels on which cargo was inspected. . 



49 



16 



61 

81,855 



288 
352 



14 
35 
10 
11 

1 
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AMOBNT OF CARGO INSPECTED AND DESCRIPTION OF SAME. 



Steamer President from Seattle: 

.50 bundles rags 

130 eases millc and household goods. 
TOO sacks flour, corn, and fertilizer. . . 




Rats trapped on wharves and water front 15 

Rats trapped on vessels 20 

Traps set on wharves and water front . .• 149 

Trapsseton vessels 54 

Vessels trapped on 9 

Poisons placed on water front (pieces) 3, 600 

Poisons pi3eed within Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition grounds (pieces) 3, 600 

Bait used on water iront and vessels. Bacon 

(pounds) 6 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water 

front (loaves) 12 

Pounds of poison used on water front 6 



EATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOK PLAG0E. 

Collected 243 

Examined 197 

Found infected 

EATS IDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvcgicus 76 

Mus rattus 57 

Mus alexandrinus 75 

Mus musculus 35 



106 
24 



Squirrels collected and examined for plague. 

Contra Costa County — 

San Benito County 

Total 1» 

Found infected 2 

Ranches inspected and hinted over. 

Contra Costa County — .-.-«•-. 18 

San-Benito County • 

Total 21 

Plague-infected squirrels found. 
Contra Costa County: 

March 3, 1915. Burgess ranch, 1 mfleeastof Walnut Creek 1 squirrel. 

March 4, 1915. Walker ranch, 1} miles east of Walnut Creek 1 squirrel. 

The work is being carried on in the following-named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Merced, San Joaquin, Santa Cruz, Stanislaus, San Benito, 
Santa Clara, and San Mateo. 

Week Ended Mar. 20, 1915. 

eat peoofing— continued. 



BAT PEOOFING. 
New buildings: 

Inspections of work under construction. . 

Basements concreted (35,674 square feet) 

Floors concreted (16,371 square feet) 

Yards, passageways, etc. (15,279 square 
feet) 

Total area of concrete laid (square feet) . . 
Class A, B, and C (fire-proof) buildings: 

Inspections made 

Roof and basement ventilators, etc., 
screened 

Wire screening used (square feet) 

Openings around pipes, etc., closed with 
cement 

Sidewalk lens lights replaced 

Old buildings: 

Inspections made 

Wooden floors removed 

Yards and passageways, planking re- 
moved 

Cubic feet now foundation walls in- 
stalled 



235 

41 
20 

57 
67,324 

205 

3,075 
18,170 

10,665 
13,672 

595 



24 
7,515 



Old buildings— Continued. 

Concrete floors installed (38,130 square 

feet) 

Basements concreted (24,685 square feet) 
Yards and passageways, etc., concreted 

(16,945 square feet) 

Total area concrete laid (square feet)... 
Floors rat proofed with wire cloth (5.450 

square feet) 

Buildings razed 

New garbage cans stamped approved... 
Nuisances abated 

OPERATIONS ON THE WATERFRONT. 



Vessels inspected for rat guards 

Reinspections made on vessels.. 

New rat guards procured 

Defective rat guards repaired 

Vessels on which cargo was inspected. 



40 



70 
79,760 

10 

11 

400 
270 



28 

20 

6 

4 

1 
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AMOUNT OF CARGO AND DESCRIPTION OP SAME. 



Steamer Admiral Schley from Seattle: 
80 cases milk and household goods. 
400 sacks flour, potatoes, and bran. 



Hat evi- 
dence. 




Eats trapped on wharves and water front ... 16 

Rats trapped on vessels 16 

Traps set on wharves and water front 162 

Traps set on vessels 39 

Vessels trapped on 10 

Poisons placed on water front (pieces) 3, 600 

Poisons placed within Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition grounds (pieces) 7,200 

Bait used on water front and vessels. Bacon 

(pounds) -- 6 

Amount of bread used in poisoning water 

front (loaves) 12 

Pounds of poison used on water front 6 



KATS COLLECTED AND EXAMINED FOE PLAGVE. 

Collected 24! 

Examined 191 

Found infected 

RATS IDENTIFIED. 

Mus norvegicus 102 

Mus rattus 58 

Mus alexandrinus 52 

Mus musculus So 



Squirrels collected and examined for plague. 

Contra Costa County 123 

San Benito County 21 



Total 

Found infected. 



Ranches inspected and hunted over. 

Contra Costa County.. 22 

San Benito County 6 

Total 28 



Record of plague infection. 



Places in California. 



Cities: 

San Francisco 

Oakland 

B erkeley 

Los Angeles 

Counties: " 

Alameda (exclusive of Oakland and 
Berkeley). 

Contra Costa 

Fresno 

Merced 

Monterey 

San Benito 

fan Joaquin 

San Luis Obispo 

Santa Clara 

Santa Cruz 

Stanislaus 



Date of last 

case of human 

plague. 



Jan. 30,1008 
Aug. 9,1911 
Aug. 28,1907 
Aug. 11,1998 

Sept. 24,1909 

May 17,1914 

(') 

<•) 

(') 
June 4, 1913 
Sept. 18,1911 

0) 
Aug. 31,1910 

(') 

0) 



Date of last 

case of rat 

plague. 



Oct. 23,1908 
Dec. 1,1908 

(') 

(') 

Oct. 17,1909' 

(') 

(') 
(•) 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(') 
(•) 
(') 



Date of last 

case of squirrel 

plague. 



(') 

(') 

-<>) 

Aug. 21,1908 

Aug. 7,1914 



Mar. 

Oct. 

July 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Aug. 

Jan. 

July 

May 

June 



4,1915 
27,1911 
12, 1911 
10,1914 
26,1914 
26,1911 
29,1910 
23,1913 
17,1910 

2, 1911 



Total number 

rodents found 

infected sineo 

May, 1907. 



398 rats. 
126 rats. 
None. 
1 squirrel. 

288 squirrels, 1 

wood rat. 
1,567 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 

5 squirrels. 

6 squirrels. 
36 squirrels. 
18 squirrels. 
1 squirrel. 
25 squirrels. 
3 squirrels; 
13 squirrels. 



» None. 



' Wood rat. 



Operations are being carried on under Federal supervision on the Tormey estate, 

labor and material being furnished by the owners, as follows: 

Number of acres covered 1, 058 

Number of holes treated 13, 535 

The work is being carried on in the following-named counties: Alameda, Contra 
Costa, San Francisco, Merced, San Joaquin, Santa Cruz, Stanislaus, San Benito, 
Santa Clara, and San Mateo. 



